[Date]
Dear [Legislator Title and Name]
I am writing today as a constituent and supporter of the Elijah-Alavi Foundation and Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America. I ask you to enact legislation similar to Elijah’s Law that passed in New York and Illinois here in [your state name]. The hope is that Elijah’s Law will address the gaps in food allergy and anaphylaxis policies for child care settings.

Elijah Silvera, age 3, was enrolled in a child care program at a Harlem facility in November 2017. Despite having a well-documented severe dairy allergy, Elijah was given a grilled cheese sandwich by an employee. Elijah went into severe anaphylactic shock and died.

Many people mistakenly believe there are laws in place that will protect children with food allergies in both K-12 schools and child care facilities. Even with the increased public awareness of food allergies, the policies in these settings fall short. There are no federal laws in place that require anaphylaxis policies in schools or child care facilities. Each state’s education agency often leaves the establishment of school policies to the discretion of individual districts. 
Child care facilities do not fall under the umbrella of school districts; regulations for child care facilities are often set by a different state department than schools. Frequently, child care facilities use language to imply food allergy policies, but it is a key point that these are not laws. Elijah Silvera's death was an avoidable tragedy that illustrates the critical need for these laws in child care settings.
I ask you to review the following points and give them careful consideration:

· In 2011, the FDA implemented the Food Safety Modernization Act. Afterwards, the CDC released Voluntary Guidelines For Managing Food Allergies in Schools and Early Care and Education Programs. It is a misconception that these CDC guidelines have established regulations for schools and child care. Although thorough, the guidelines are voluntary, not required, and not legally enforceable. 

· In 2019, with overwhelming bipartisan support, New York became the first state to pass Elijah’s Law (A6971B). The law extends food allergy protections currently in place in K-12 schools to all early child care programs. Elijah’s Law requires the Health Commissioner to establish guidelines and procedures for the prevention of and response to anaphylaxis for all child care providers. The protocols include training courses, guidelines for the development of individualized emergency health-care plans, communication and treatment plans, and risk-reduction strategies.
· In 2021, Illinois passed the Childhood Anaphylactic Policy Act (HB 0102, Elijah’s Law). The Illinois Department of Public Health, in consultation with the Board of Education and the Department of Children and Family Services, is now required to establish anaphylaxis policies for school districts and child care settings. Illinois school districts and child care facilities will be required to follow new protocols to prevent and respond to potentially life-threatening allergic reactions.

· Pennsylvania’s HB 1259, Elijah’s Law, was introduced in 2021. If passed, it will establish an anaphylaxis policy for school districts and child care facilities. It will require that guidelines, training, procedures, and treatment are followed during a medical emergency resulting from anaphylaxis. These measures also support the prevention of anaphylaxis. 

· Virginia’s SB 737/HB 1328, Elijah’s Law, was introduced in early 2022. If passed, it will require each early childhood care and education entity to implement policies for the possession and administration of epinephrine by trained personnel and for at least one trained personnel to be on-site at all times. 
· California’s A2042, Elijah’s Law, was introduced in early 2022. If passed, it will require anaphylaxis prevention training and education in child daycare facilities and educational institutions.
One preventable death of a child is one too many. Please support legislation for anaphylaxis policies in child care and schools in [your state name] so we don’t lose another child like Elijah.

With sincere thanks,

[your name]

[your home address, optional]
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